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KALGOORLIE-BOULDER JUVENILE REMAND CENTRE 
Statement 

HON VINCENT CATANIA (Mining and Pastoral) [9.58 pm]:  I wish to inform the house of the progress of 
the development of the new 12-bed Kalgoorlie-Boulder juvenile remand centre.  I want to give the house a bit of 
background on how it came about.  In February 2005, the state government pledged $12 million to develop new 
juvenile remand centres for the Kalgoorlie-Boulder and Geraldton regions.  The Kalgoorlie-Boulder centre is 
scheduled to be operational by the end of 2008.  The remand centre will be a secure facility for young people 
from the goldfields region aged between 10 and 17 years who have been remanded in custody by the court, 
refused bail on arrest or who are unable to meet bail requirements.  The facility will hold only juveniles on 
remand; that is, those who are waiting to appear before the court to be sentenced.  Sentenced juveniles will 
continue to go to the Banksia Hill Detention Centre in Perth.  The state government is committed to seeking 
community stakeholder input into the development of the Kalgoorlie-Boulder juvenile remand centre to ensure it 
reflects regional needs, particularly those of the goldfields.  The community consultation has already begun by 
way of a community reference group.  The community reference group meets monthly to provide local input to 
the development of the remand facility.  The CRG, of which I am privileged to be the chair, includes 
representatives from the community, the City of Kalgoorlie-Boulder, Aboriginal groups, regional government 
departments and non-government organisations.  As well as our monthly CRG meetings, information briefings 
have been held for local stakeholders, authorities, the judiciary, justices of the peace and other interested parties.   

The juvenile remand centre will allow young people to stay close to their families and maintain their social and 
cultural ties.  The remand centre will also free up police time.  At the moment, juveniles are held in the lockup 
while they await police transport to Perth.  This has been occurring for quite some time in Kalgoorlie.  Young 
juveniles who have been arrested have spent weekends in the Kalgoorlie-Boulder lockup.  The juvenile remand 
centre will free up police time, as they will not need to be at the police station while the juveniles are in the 
lockup or await police transport to the Banksia Hill Detention Centre in Perth.   

I will inform members of the site selection for the remand centre.  Initial investigations of potential unallocated 
crown land sites in the Kalgoorlie-Boulder region for the remand centre are under way.  To be considered, sites 
must meet the following criteria: they must be within 12 kilometres of the city centre, be a minimum of 12 
hectares, including land amalgamations and subdivisions, and be greenfield sites or have existing buildings.  
Each potential site is being put through a preliminary evaluation process to determine any other constraints, such 
as environmental issues or mining leases.  A short list of land sites will be identified by the end of the month, 
and there will be an opportunity for the residents of Kalgoorlie-Boulder to have their say before the preferred site 
is selected.  Displays will be erected in public areas and will be featured on the Department of Corrective 
Services web site, identifying the most suitable sites and providing opportunities for comment.  Once the public 
comment period closes, the Department of Corrective Services will examine the feedback and undertake any 
further consultation required.  A preferred site will then be nominated, and a formal submission for rezoning will 
be presented to the City of Kalgoorlie-Boulder.  Subject to rezoning approval, it is anticipated that construction 
should start by late 2007.  Once the preferred site has been secured, people in neighbouring areas will be able to 
provide comment and advice on design and landscape considerations.   

I will also mention the level of support that the juvenile remand centre has received throughout the goldfields, 
and particularly from the police, because it will free up their time and that means that there will be more police 
on the beat in Kalgoorlie-Boulder.  The City of Kalgoorlie-Boulder has got right behind this project.  I look 
forward to updating members once the site for the remand centre has been chosen, and to informing the house 
that this project is well on track for completion in late 2008. 
 


